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1. Project description 

The Buciumi Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Project is a utility-scale energy storage 

development promoted by SCATEC ASA through the Romanian Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) 

Energy Storage Investment SRL. The Project consists of an 88 MW / 176 MWh battery energy 

storage facility located in Buciumi Administrative Territorial Unit (ATU), Bacău County, Romania. 

The Project includes the following main components: 

• A lithium iron phosphate (LFP) battery energy storage facility; 

• Twenty-two inverters with an installed inverter capacity of approximately 96.6 MW; 

• A 110/20 kV substation equipped with a 100 MVA transformer; 

• An approximately 1.4 km long 110 kV underground transmission line; 

• Grid connection facilities within the existing Gutinaș 400/220/110 kV substation. 

 

Figure 1 Project components and their location 

The BESS facility will provide grid balancing services, improve network stability, facilitate 

integration of renewable energy generation and contribute to the decarbonisation of Romania's 

energy sector. Construction is expected to commence in Q3 2026 and continue until Q3 2027. 

The operational lifetime is expected to exceed 15–20 years. 
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2. Background 

The Buciumi BESS Project supports Romania’s commitments under the European Green Deal, 

the EU Climate Law, the Renewable Energy Directive and the National Energy and Climate 

Plan. Energy storage infrastructure is recognised as a key element for enabling higher 

penetration of renewable energy and improving the resilience of the national electricity transport 

system. 

 

The selected location was chosen due to its proximity to existing high-voltage transmission 

infrastructure, the availability of suitable land, limited environmental constraints and the ability to 

connect efficiently to the national electricity transmission network through the Gutinaș 

substation. Alternative technical solutions for grid connection were assessed during project 

development. 

3. Legal process 

The Project has undergone the required Romanian permitting procedures and obtained 

construction authorisations and associated permits for the project components. Environmental 

and social assessments have been undertaken to evaluate potential impacts and identify 

mitigation measures. The Project has also been assessed against the requirements of the 

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) Environmental and Social Policy 

(2024). 

Stakeholder engagement activities have been undertaken during project development and will 

continue throughout pre-construction, construction and operation phases. A Stakeholder 

Engagement Plan, including a grievance mechanism has been developed and will be 
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implemented to facilitate communication with stakeholders and address concerns throughout 

the project lifecycle. 

4. Summary of environmental and social benefits, potential 
adverse impacts, mitigation, and management measures 

The Buciumi BESS Project will generate significant environmental benefits by supporting 

renewable energy integration, improving grid flexibility and reducing reliance on fossil fuel-based 

electricity generation. By storing surplus electricity during periods of high generation and 

releasing it during periods of peak demand, the facility will support the integration of renewable 

energy sources, such as wind and solar power, allowing more renewable energy to be used by 

the grid. 

By facilitating a greater share of renewable energy within the national energy mix and reducing 

reliance on fossil fuel based peaking plants, the BESS is expected to contribute indirectly to 

reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and air pollutant emissions. 

Positive social benefits of the project may arise either from short-term job opportunities during 

construction or for long-term job opportunities during operation. It is important that construction 

and operation jobs be targeted to the local people within the nearby communities.  

The project may also stimulate local economic activity through the procurement of goods and 

services, thereby contributing to increased income generation and potential improvements in 

local welfare conditions over time. Whenever feasible, the project will use local suppliers. 

The project might also have some potential adverse environmental and social impacts but all of 

them can be mitigated via appropriate measures. All the residual impacts are considered minor. 

The table below synthesis the key environmental and social impacts and the corresponding 

mitigation measures.  

Overall, environmental impacts are expected to be localised, temporary during construction and 

manageable through implementation of Construction and Operation Environmental and Social 

Management Plans. 
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5. Communications 

SCATEC is committed to maintaining transparent and open communication with stakeholders 

throughout the Project lifecycle. 

 

A Stakeholder Engagement Plan (SEP) has been developed to identify stakeholders, define 

engagement methods and establish consultation processes. Stakeholders will be informed 

regarding project progress, construction activities, potential impacts and mitigation measures. 

The SEP includes a grievance mechanism that will be maintained throughout construction and 

operation, allowing stakeholders to submit questions, concerns or complaints. All grievances will 

be recorded, investigated and addressed in a timely manner. 

A Community Liaison Officer (CLO) is currently being appointed. The CLO will play a key role in 

managing ongoing community interactions, addressing concerns, and ensuring that local voices 

are heard and integrated into the Project planning and implementation. 

The Project will continue to engage with local authorities, affected landowners, utility operators, 

contractors, workers and local communities to ensure concerns are addressed and project 

benefits are communicated effectively. 


