
Taipei China 
We invest in changing lives 

 
2014 

Taipei China is a long-standing donor to the EBRD. Operating from central Europe to Central 
Asia, the Western Balkans and the southern and eastern Mediterranean region, the EBRD is 
owned by 64 countries and two intergovernmental institutions.  Working together with the 
private sector, the Bank invests in projects, engages in policy dialogue and provides technical 
assistance that builds open-market economies. 

Making a difference 
Taipei China is helping to improve people’s 
lives and environments in the EBRD’s 
countries of operations through generous 
funding for a wide range of projects. Taipei 
China has a long-standing cooperation with 
the EBRD, with a first technical cooperation 
(TC) fund being established in 1991. A total 
of US$ 38.5 million has been provided for 
TC, which includes the bilateral 
TaiwanBusiness–EBRD Cooperation Fund 
and donations to various multi-donor 
accounts. 

Taipei China is helping the Bank’s TC 
projects in sustainable resource 
management, intelligent transportation 
systems, the information technology-related 
knowledge economy as well as the 
corporate sector through funding for the 
Small Business Support (SBS) and the 
Women in Business programmes. In 2013, 
it replenished the bilateral TaiwanBusiness-
EBRD Technical Cooperation Fund with US$ 
1.5 million and the Early Transition 
Countries (ETC) Fund, to which  Taipei China 
was one of the founding contributors, with 
US$ 500,000. 

In 1994, the EBRD and the International 
Cooperation and Development Fund 
(Taiwan ICDF), the bilateral executing 
agency of Taipei China’s foreign assistance 
programme, extended their cooperation in 
support of the MSME sector in the EBRD’s 
countries of operations. Contributions 
totalling US$45 million have been 
channelled through the EBRD’s Financial 
Intermediary Investment Special Fund 
(FIISF) to the EBRD’s partner lending 
institutions for on-lending to MSMEs. The 
most recent contribution of US$20 million 
was signed in 2011 and was provided as 
co-financing for projects in Romania, 
Mongolia and Azerbaijan through partner 
lending institutions which focus on micro 
and small enterprises.   

In 2011, Taiwan ICDF provided US$ 80 
million for concessional financing to support 
projects in municipal and environmental 
infrastructure, energy efficiency and green 
technology. Since 1998, Taipei China has 

provided €2 million for 119 Small Business 
Support (SBS) projects helping small and 
medium-sized enterprises access business 
advice through local consultants and 
international industry experts in 13 
countries. In addition, the funding has 
supported over 69 Women in Business 
projects in Armenia. 

Investing together 
Taipei China is an important source of 
foreign direct investment in the EBRD’s 
countries of operations. The value of joint 
Taipei China-EBRD investment stood at 
€1.2 billion as of January 2014.  EBRD 
finance accounted for €970 million, and 
Taiwanese investment accounted for €230 
million. 

The EBRD works closely with Taiwanese 
banks involved in the Trade Facilitation 
Programme (TFP), through which the EBRD 
guarantees the payment of trade finance 
instruments (such as letters of credit or 
payment guarantees) that are issued by 
banks in countries of operations to foreign 
confirming banks. Since the start of the 
Programme in 1999 the EBRD has 
supported more than 15,500 transactions 
worth over €9 billion, including 97 export 
and import transactions of Taiwanese 
companies, totalling €22.6 million. Twelve 
Taiwanese banks and branches have joined 
the programme as confirming banks. 

In 2013, Taiwanese consultants were 
awarded seven contracts totalling 
€310,500 by the EBRD, including one 
contract award from SBS for the provision 
of management advice. The other areas of 
expertise were in the municipal 
infrastructure and transport sector. 

 

Contacts 
EBRD Taipei China Business Development Office  
Tel: +44 20 7338 7049 
Email: huangb@ebrd.com 

Taiwanese Office for EBRD Business Development 
Jessica Yang, Liaison Officer  
Taipei World Trade Center 7D-18 7F  
No 5 Hsin-Yi Rd., Sec 5, Taipei 110, Taipei China  
Tel: +886 2 2729 1921  
Fax: +886 2 2729 4614  
Email: jessica.yang@ebrdbusiness.com.tw  
www.ebrdbusiness.com.tw 

Further information 
www.ebrd.com 
 

At a glance 
Donor funds for technical cooperation 
projects 

US$ 38.5 million 
Co-financing in support of  
EBRD projects 

US$ 125 million 
Taipei China – EBRD investments 

€1.2 billion 
Data as at January 2014 

mailto:huangb@ebrd.com
mailto:jessica.yang@ebrdbusiness.com.tw


 

 

 

Investing in public transport  
in Bishkek 
Commuting to work or just travelling across Bishkek is no longer 
an ordeal for residents, now able to use the Kyrgyz capital’s new 
trolleybuses. 

With the help of an investment of US$ 10.1 million from the 
EBRD and US$ 5.5 million of grant funds from the EBRD 
Shareholder Special Fund (SSF), the Bishkek Trolleybus 
Company (BTC) has bought 79 new vehicles to replace most of 
its dated fleet and paid for a partial renewal of the electric 
infrastructure. 

The investment signals a comeback for one of the oldest, most 
reliable and cleanest forms of transport. Women and elderly 
people are among the customers that are most pleased with the 
new fleet.Their requests for easier access have determined the 
choice of 35 low-level trolleybuses. Now trolleybuses can be re-
introduced on two routes that were no longer served for lack of 
available vehicles.  

The operation was also integrated with one of the first EBRD 
gender analysis and action plan projects. The municipality’s 
strong commitment to improving its service is mirrored by its 
determination to improve its institutional development and 
fairness in its human resource practices, an effort supported by 
the Bank’s SSF. The 660 employees of the Bishkek Trolley 
Company will benefit from more gender equality in the 
workplace. According to the newly introduced plan, for example, 
women from the suburbs of Bishkek will be trained to become 
professional electricians, which until now has mainly been the 
preserve of male colleagues. 

In addition, the TaiwanBusiness-EBRD Cooperation Fund has 
provided technical cooperation funds to prepare the next 
modernisation move which will introduce for the first time an 
electronic ticketing system. It is the beginning of a new era for 
public transport in the capital. 

Women in Business in the 
Western Balkans 
With her modern tailoring, chunky silver bracelet and dramatic 
red lipstick, Mirjana Brlecic cuts a sophisticated figure. Yet she is 
also an advocate of her Nikel line of cosmetics, which use only 
100 per cent natural ingredients. Mirjana’s Croatian-based 
company’s branding and marketing strategy reflects this blend 
of the contemporary and the natural and have helped Nikel grow 
its sales considerably. Mirjana developed her marketing 
campaign with advice from the consultancy, Studio Idea, whose 
assistance came via the EBRD’s Small Business Support team. It 
is just one example of how SBSis helping female entrepreneurs 
in the Western Balkans. 

Assistance has deepened thanks to the launch of a dedicated 
Women in Business programme in Croatia, Serbia and Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. Funded by Taipei China, Luxembourg and the 
EBRD Shareholder Special Fund, the initiative offers grants for 
consultancy projects, training for start-ups and more 
experienced business owners, networking opportunities and a 
mentoring scheme, and facilitates access to finance through 
partnerships with local financial institutions that offer 
specialised financial products aimed at female entrepreneurs. 

The two-year programme was launched in 2011 in Belgrade, 
Sarajevo and Zagreb, where other female entrepreneurs such as 
Mirjana will be able to benefit from SBS’ support and network. 
The programme actively involves local business associations. For 
example, in Belgrade, SBS supported Sanja Popovic Pantic, 
President of the Association of Businesswomen in Serbia, in 
developing a long-term strategy and optimising the marketing 
activities of her organisation. As a result, the association now 
has a constant inflow of new members and a growing project 
pipeline with various donors. 

http://www.ebrd.com/english/pages/about/workwith/donors/countries/taipeichina.shtml
http://www.ebrd.com/english/pages/workingwithus/sbs/how/bas.shtml
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