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Ukraine Micro Lending Programme
Sector factsheet

The UMLP is a combined effort of the EBRD 
and the German-Ukrainian Fund (GUF). The 
framework provides loans to Ukrainian 
commercial banks for on-lending to MSEs, 
as well as technical assistance in the form 
of consultancy services. These consultants 
support implementation processes and 
procedures and provide the staff training 
that is required to carry out mass MSE 
lending on a commercially sustainable basis.  

The framework places particular emphasis 
on lending to micro enterprises. While 
the maximum loan amount available 
is US$ 250,000, the average amount 
is below US$ 10,000. Technical 
assistance funds are currently provided 
by the European Commission and 
the Netherlands; in the past, further 
technical assistance funds came from 
United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and German 
Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau (KfW).

Participating banks 
At present, nine partner banks lend to 
MSEs using the UMLP methodology: 
Raiffeisen Bank Aval, Privat Bank, 
Forum Bank, ProCredit Bank, Nadra 
Bank, Kreditprombank, Kredobank, 
Rodovid bank and Megabank. Six 
partner banks have graduated from 
receiving technical assistance. 

The Ukraine Micro Lending Programme (UMLP) was 
launched in 1998 to: (i) provide reliable access 
to commercial financing for Ukrainian micro and 
small enterprises (MSEs) and (ii) strengthen the 
banking sector by creating sustainable micro and 
small facilities in Ukrainian commercial banks.

The UMLP had a very successful 2007. Partner institutions 
issued 153,358 loans amounting to US$ 1.4 billion. 
Three Ukrainian banks became partners of the UMLP 
and preparations have been made for a further three 
to four banks to join the programme in 2008.

Products
The UMLP provides the 
following products:

express loans ��

(without collateral) of 
between US$ 7,000 
and US$ 10,000 

micro loans ��

(collateralised) of up  
to US$ 30,000

small loans of up  ��

to US$ 250,000

rural lending, including ��

agricultural financing.

At a glance

The UMLP has disbursed nearly US$ 4 billion 

through 524,780 loans, with an average 

loan amount of less than US$ 8,000. 

The UMLP operates across all regions of Ukraine through 

753 lending outlets in 268 towns and cities.

Contacts
Group for Small Business
Tel: +44 20 338 6169

EBRD Resident Office, Kiev
Tel: +380 44 270 6132 
Email: kiev@kev.ebrd.com

UMLP, Ukraine
Tel :+380 44 289 10 37 
Email : kyiv@microcredit.com.ua

Success story
Anatoliy Grigoryevich worked on a state-
owned farm from 1990 to 1997. After 
state-owned farms were privatised, 
he began to grow crops on his own 
land. In 2005 and 2006, Anatoliy 
received three UMLP loans from Bank 
Forum totalling UAH 23,000 (€3,100), 
allowing him to increase the number 
of pigs from 10 to 60 or 70, to repair 
his existing pigsties and to purchase 
additional ones, and to buy 120 rabbits 
and 1,000 ducks. This expansion in his 
business has enabled Anatoliy to begin 
supplying not only retail companies but 
wholesalers as well, and the business 
now employs four people. In the near 
future Anatoliy plans, with the help of 
bank loans, to increase the number of 
pigs and rabbits he keeps so that he 
can raise his levels of meat production.


