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The Czech Republic is a member of the EBRD, with a 0.85 per cent capital share and a 
representative on the Board of Directors. Operating from central Europe to Central Asia, the 
Western Balkans and the southern and eastern Mediterranean (SEMED) region, the EBRD is 
owned by 64 countries and two intergovernmental institutions.  Working together with the 
private sector, the Bank invests in projects, engages in policy dialogue and provides technical 
assistance that builds open-market economies. 

.

Making a difference 
The Czech Republic is helping to improve 
people’s lives and environments in the 
EBRD’s countries of operations through 
generous funding for a wide range of 
projects. The country became a donor to the 
Bank in 2006 and has contributed a total of 
€22.1 million in donor funds to date, 
covering both the Czech bilateral fund and 
EBRD multilateral funds. In 2013 the Czech 
Republic replenished its bilateral TC fund, 
which includes support to official 
development assistance (ODA) countries 
and the southern and eastern 
Mediterranean (SEMED) region, with €2.5 
million. Funds amounting to €8.4 million 
have been allocated to projects in a range 
of sectors, including water and wastewater 
management, energy efficiency and 
transport. 
 
Geographically, the Western Balkans and 
the Eastern Partnership countries are the 
two priority regions and, in this context, the 
Czech Republic participates in the activities 
of the Western Balkans Investment 
Framework (WBIF), introduced in 2009 as a 
regional tool for EU enlargement. The Czech 
Republic was one of the founding members 
of the EBRD Western Balkans Fund in 2006 
which, under the WBIF, became the 
European Western Balkans Joint Fund in 
2009. The total contribution amounted to 
€4 million.  
 
In 2013, the Czech Republic extended its 
cooperation further by becoming a 
contributor to the Eastern Europe Energy 
Efficiency and Environment Partnership 
Fund (E5P) with €200,000 of financing 
targeting new beneficiary countries:  
Armenia, Georgia and Moldova. 
 
 

Investing together 
The Czech Republic is an important source 
of foreign direct investment in the EBRD’s 
countries of operations. The value of joint 
Czech Republic-EBRD investment stood at 
€1.2 billion as of January 2014.  EBRD 
finance accounted for €830 million of this 
total and Czech investment accounted for 
€370 million.  

Czech Republic-EBRD investment has been 
especially strong in Russia at €240 million, 
followed by Hungary at €220 million and 
the Slovak Republic at €190 million. Broken 
down by sector, joint Czech Republic-EBRD 
investment has been €520 million in 
industry, commerce and agribusiness, €300 
million in energy, €240 million in financial 
institutions and €730 million in 
infrastructure. 

Czech banks are also involved in the Trade 
Facilitation Programme (TFP), through which 
the EBRD guarantees the payment of trade 
finance instruments (such as letters of 
credit or payment guarantees) issued by 
banks in the EBRD’s countries of operations 
to foreign confirming banks. Since the start 
of the Programme in 1999, the EBRD has 
supported 107 export and import 
transactions of Czech companies totalling 
€41.2 million. There are 14 banks and bank 
branches from the Czech Republic 
participating in TFP as confirming banks.  

In 2013, Czech consultants won 17 
consultancy contracts totalling €1.4 million.  
The main areas of expertise were in the 
municipal infrastructure, financial 
institutions and legal reform sectors. 

In the last five years, entities from the 
Czech Republic won six contracts worth 
€110.5 million for EBRD public sector 
projects. In 2013, the Czech Republic won 
two contracts worth €8.2 million funded by 
Nuclear Safety Grants.  

 

 

Contacts 
Office of the Board Director for Canada  
Klara Krol, Czech representative  
at the Board of Directors 
Tel: +44 20 7338 6443  
Fax: +44 20 7338 6049 
Email: CzechOffice@ebrd.com 

EBRD Business Development Unit  
Tel: +44 20 7338 7168  
Fax: +44 20 7338 7848  
Email: newbusiness@ebrd.com  

Further information 
www.ebrd.com 
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Developing small hydropower  
in Montenegro  
Water is the backbone of energy production in Montenegro. 
Currently, large hydropower provides 61 per cent of total 
electricity production in this small nation on the Adriatic Sea and 
is the only widely used renewable energy source in the country. 
With the EBRD’s help, Montenegro aims to further develop its 
hydropower production by focusing on small-scale hydropower 
plant (SHPP) projects.  

The EBRD already has a direct lending facility, the Western 
Balkans Sustainable Energy Direct Financing Facility 
(WeBSEDFF), which provides financing to small hydropower 
plant projects around the country. Now, with the help of 
technical cooperation funding from the Czech Republic, the 
EBRD is helping identify bankable hydroelectric power projects 
to invest in. 

The funding was used to carry out a pre-feasibility study in five 
communities across Montenegro: Mojkovac, Berane, Plav, 
Rožaje and Andrijevica. The study assessed the current state of 
water mains in the communities and their suitability for use in 
small hydroelectric power projects. It also evaluated the 
technical, economic, financial, environmental and social impacts 
these projects would have on the communities. 

The advantages to renewable energy production are clear – the 
contribution to CO2 emission reduction and the increased 
reliability of electricity supply to local communities make small-
scale hydroelectric power plants an important part of 
Montenegro’s energy future which the EBRD will help support. 

 

Supporting energy efficiency 
investments in Belarus 
The EBRD has stepped up its support for energy efficiency 
investments in Belarus in the form of a new financing facility 
that was launched in the country in 2013. 

The Belarus Sustainable Energy Financing Facility (BelSEFF) is a 
€50 million credit line for on-lending through participating banks 
for investments to improve energy efficiency and promote 
greater use of renewable energy resources. In addition to EBRD 
funding, companies will be able to benefit from €1.5 million in 
technical support funded by the Czech Republic, which will help 
them choose and carry out their energy efficiency projects. Due 
to the positive feedback from participating banks and increasing 
interest of local companies the technical support provided by the 
Czech Republic to BelSEFF was extended by an additional 
€500,000 in 2013.  

Energy efficiency and the development of renewable energy 
sources is important in Belarus, where the consumption of 
energy, as measured against GDP, is 2.5 times higher than the 
EU average, and where imports account for 80 per cent of 
energy consumption. 

http://www.ebrd.com/pages/about/workwith/donors/countries/czechrepublic.shtml
http://www.belseff.by/
http://www.ebrd.com/pages/about/workwith/donors/countries/czechrepublic.shtml
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