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Accountability as a Mechanism 

 

 
3 cumulative components: 
 
- a set of standards to which accountable entities are held to account; 
 
- a mechanism (either formal or informal) able to put accountable 

entities and account-holders ‘in touch’ 
 

- the capacity of the mechanism to draw consequences for 
accountable entities. 
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International Legal Accountability? 

“International legal accountability (…) involves the legal justification of an 
international actor’s performance vis-à-vis others, the assessment or 
judgment of that performance against international legal standards, and the 
possible imposition of consequences if the actor fails to live up to applicable 
legal standards” (Brunée, 2005) 
 
 

As regards IAMs: 
 

- International (applicable) legal standards → OPs, BPs, PRs, PSs 
 

- Legal justification → including the overarching ‘do no harm’ and ‘due 
diligence’ obligations 

 
- Vis-à-vis others → wide variety of stakeholders 
 

EBRD Classification: PUBLIC  



General purposes of international legal accountability… 

Internal: 
- Good governance 
- Transparency 
- Legitimacy / Trust 
- Checks and balances between the Management and the Board 
- Lessons learned 
- With power comes responsibility… 

External: 
- Transparency 
- With power comes responsibility 
- Checks and balances between those who have a decision-making power and those who bear 

the consequences of such decisions 
- Access to a remedy in a context where international legal liability cannot be triggered 
- Participation 
- Legitimacy / Trust… 
- Addressing the “problem of disregard” (Stewart, 2008 & 2014) 

+ 
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… crossed with the specific purposes of IAMs 

Finding case-by-case 
solutions  

(address the specific harm of 
each claimant) 

Do no harm ●●●●● 

Development assistance 
effectiveness ●●●●●● 

With power comes responsibility 
●●●● 

Addressing the problem of 
disregard ●●●●● 

Acknowledging when the 
institution failed to live up to 

its standards  

Back to compliance with 
remedial measures 

Better understanding and 
better application of policies  

Good governance ●●●●● 

Trust / Legitimacy ●●●●● 

Transparency ●●● 
 

Lessons learned ●●●● 

Adaptive decision-making and 
management ●●●● 

 

Enhancing the institution’s 
understanding of its impacts 

Reflexive law-making ●● 

Enhancing the institution’s 
consistency  

(including through policies’ 
updates) 
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Thank you! 
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