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OVERVIEW OF THE PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS 
 
In accordance with the EBRD Public Information Policy (PIP), the draft Strategy for 
Estonia was posted on the EBRD website in both English and Estonian languages for 
45 calendar days from 17 August 2012.  The public was invited to submit comments 
on the draft Strategy by no later than 1 October 2012.  Notifications of the review 
process were also sent to local and international civil society organisations (CSOs) 
that have expressed interest in the Bank’s work in the country.  Information about the 
review process was also posted on the EBRD’s “Have your say” webpage: 
www.ebrd.com/pages/about/policies/have-your-say.shtml to ensure outreach to wider 
audiences.  For information, the previous Strategy was also made available on the 
website in both English and Estonian languages: 
http://www.ebrd.com/pages/country/estonia/strategy.shtml. 
 
Following the web posting of the Strategy, comments were received from the local 
civil society organisation - Estonian Green Movement – FoE. Bank staff have 
responded to the comments in section 2 of this Report.  The comments have been 
organised to reflect the structure of the Country Strategy. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS AND STAFF RESPONSES 
 

Reference Comment EBRD Response 

   
1. Energy efficiency and 
climate change 

1.1. Transition towards renewable energy use is not 
only desirable under economic, environmental and 
technical respects, but also feasible as endorsed by a 
roadmap proposed by the Estonian Renewable Energy 
Association and the Estonian Council of 
Environmental NGOs (e.g. 100% renewables by 2030 
in electricity and heating sectors). However, 
Government does not support this proposition and 
even impairs investment in the renewable energy 
sector; there is no coherent climate change policy. This 
puts at risk Estonia’s ability to fulfil its commitments 
under the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol. (CO2 
Emissions have only diminished due to decreased 
industrial output; Estonia’s economy remains highly 
energy intensive and relying on carbon-intensive oil 
shale).  

In addition to supporting renewable investments in 
Estonia, the Bank is continuing to conduct policy 
dialogue with the Estonian authorities with regard to 
further strengthening the transparency and predictability 
of the regulatory framework of the renewable energy 
market.  
 

Sectoral Challenges and 
Bank Operational 
Response  

  

2. Infrastructure and 
energy 

2.1. There is unfair competition in the energy market, 
as oil shale energy is subsidised by government. For 
the energy customer there is a lack of transparency 
about the proportionality of subsidies between 
renewable and conventional energy.  

Through the Bank’s policy dialogue and associated 
investments it supports the removal of both direct and 
cross subsidies as part of its objective to promote open 
market-orientated economies. The Bank supports the 
EU guidelines on information disclosure for consumers.  

 2. 2. Estonian government is investing into incinerator 
projects instead of reusing waste. EBRD should not 
provide financing for the incinerator projects. 

Recycling of waste is preferred over incineration, but in 
some circumstances incineration might be required. 
However, the EBRD does not currently plan to finance 
any waste incineration plants in Estonia. 

 


